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I hope you enjoy the attached Annual Summary for Heart of America DHIA. The numbers show 
a variety of changes that continue to affect us all. Cow demographics demonstrate where 
dairies are now more commonly located, where growth is occurring, and where it is not. Some 
breeds of cattle are barely represented, if at all. The average herd size continues to increase.   
 
We are also continually evolving and changing to adapt to the needs of our members. We 
recently began to run ELISA tests such as Johne’s and pregnancy in our own lab in Manhattan.  
The dairymen Board of Directors has voted to purchase a new analysis instrument for our lab to 
test butterfat, protein, SCC and other components. This purchase was necessary to replace 
aging equipment that was quickly becoming obsolete.   
 
Heart of America DHIA continues to meet the national Quality Certification standards as we 
strive to meet the needs of our members. The lab, field service and meter center are all audited 
annually to certify that certain standards are being met.  
 
A huge thank you goes out to the people who make this Association work. From Field 
Technicians and sample takers to lab technicians and office staff, these dedicated employees 
work hard under sometimes less-than-desirable conditions to make sure the system works.  
When everyone does their part, we are able to provide the service to members that they 
deserve. Thank you. 
 
 
Dennis Drudik 
General Manager 
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